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Regional News 
Region 4 (Louise Music) 
San Francisco USD’s Arts Education Master Plan 
• Region IV county arts leads met and set date and tentative agenda for Regional 

Forum for May 22, 2008.  The next planning meeting will be April 1. 
• Launched the 9th annual Art IS Education 2008, which coincides with National 

Arts Education month in March and mobilizes individuals, schools and 
communities to showcase and celebrate the role of arts in education. 

 
Art IS Education highlights to date: 
• In partnership with Berkeley Unified School District, Emery Unified School 

District and Oakland Unified School District administrators, principals and 
teachers, presented the “Dreams Create Hope: Arts Learning Anchor Schools 
Conference”. The conference featured more than 20 workshops presented by 
teachers and teaching artists teams from the 38 K-12 Arts Learning Anchor 
Schools. Workshops covered a wide range of arts integration topics such as 
Challenging Perceptions of Creativity and Dance in the Special Education 
Classroom, Investigating Cultural Competency through Arts Integration and 
Acting as Activism: A Hip Hop Theatre Remix.  Julia Marshall, arts integration 
expert and San Francisco State University faculty, was the keynote speaker. Over 
170 people attended, most from the three Arts Learning Anchor Districts, and 
included teachers from Pleasanton, San José, and Hawaii. 

• A news conference was held Tuesday, March 11, 10:30 a.m. at the East Oakland 
School of the Arts (EOSA) to announce the launch of a Teacher Action Research 
Institute, which will provide multiple strategies for teachers in all disciplines to 
incorporate the arts in their daily curriculum to meet the needs of every student.  
Chris Lim, Superintendent of San Leandro USD and Dr. Lois Hetland, Harvard’s 
Project Zero, spoke. The press conference featured student performances in 
dance, music, spoken word, and visual arts. 

• Phase 1 of a new Art IS Education website went live Thursday March 13. When 
complete, the website will host an online teacher action research project and an 
interactive Wiki, along with the Teaching for Understanding and Studio Habits 
of Mind thinking frames, individual district information, a section for parents and 
advocacy, and an interactive calendar. 

• Community arts organization ALICE (Arts and Literacy in Children's Education) 
presented a daylong workshop at the ACOE on Beyond Day of the Dead, Using 
Ancestor Stories to Teach Literacy and the Arts on Saturday, March 1, 2008. 
Participants learned how to use the performing arts to educate children about 
their heritage while strengthening their literacy skills. This innovative, standards-
based program engages children in their own history through stories collected 
from their elder, and integrates activities and concepts directly into existing 
heritage-themed curricula.  

• In collaboration with Cal Performances and California Shakespeare Theater, 
presented two workshops with Kennedy Center professional development trainer 
Deb Brzoska. Powerful Learning in the Arts was geared for administrators, and 
Creating Rubrics to Promote Arts-Integrated Learning was presented for 
teachers and teaching artists.  

 
Region IX (Ron Jessee) 
• Strategic Planning Process: The San Diego County Office of Education, in 

partnership with the California Alliance for Arts Education, is leading a county-



wide Visual and Performing Arts strategic planning process.  The three day 
process will facilitate a five year plan to focus on moving administrative 
leadership forward in building capacity in the arts, sustaining standard based 
programs and building new arts experiences for every child, every day in every 
school. 

• Math & Movement Workshop: Ron Jessee, VAPA Coordinator and Jameson 
Reinick, Mathematics Coordinator at the San Diego County Office of Education 
have collaborated to create a standards-based Math and Movement Workshop.  
The workshop focuses on the artistic perception and creative expression of dance 
in the instruction of decimal, fractions, percentages, and Pi. "Sir Cumference and 
the Dragon of Pi" is used as literary text to create standards based movement 
pieces. 

• An Integrated Approach to Teaching Social Science Through the Arts: Ron 
Jessee, VAPA Coordinator and Laurie Mosier, Social Science Coordinator at the 
San Diego County Office of Education, in partnership with Sarah Anderberg 
(CCSESA) and Maureen Gemma (SCOE)  created a workshop titled "An 
Integrated Approach to Teaching Social Science Through the Arts.  The 
workshop was presented at the annual CISC Conference at Asilomar. The 
workshop will be repeated at the Reinvigorating Arts Education in California:  
What's the Story? Conference in April. 

 
Region XI (Geraldine Walkup) 
• Los Angeles Second Annual Student Art Exhibit 2008 

The Los Angeles County Office of Education celebrated its Second Annual 
Student Art Exhibit, a contest to honor outstanding artwork created by k-12 
students. Fifteen winners were chosen from more than 500 submissions received 
from elementary, middle and high school students from around the county.  A 
judging team organized by LACOE made its selection based on several criteria, 
including creativity, craftsmanship, and media choice. The winners were 
recognized at the March 4th Los Angeles County of Education Board meeting 
where students received cash awards and art supplies. The works of these student 
artists’ will be displayed at the Los Angeles County Office of Education’s 
Student Art Gallery, which will continue to expand with time as more and more 
student artwork is added. 

• LA County’s First ‘Out Loud’ Poetry Contest 
Poetry Out Loud is a national arts education program that encourages the study 
of great poetry by offering educational materials and a dynamic recitation 
competition. The program was presented by the Los Angeles County Office of 
Education in partnership with the participating school districts and schools, and 
the California Arts Council and the National Endowment for the Arts. Local 
district winners from Pasadena, Glendale, Bassett, Long Beach, Montebello and 
Rowland presented their teen interpretations and recitations of classical poetry on 
February 26, 2008 at Alhambra High School’s Little Theatre.  The winner, Annie 
Griffin from St. Monica’s Academy, represented Los Angeles County at the 
California State Finals on March 14, in Sacramento.  

• Los Angeles County Office Focuses on Art Integration during the Month of 
February 
Starting on February 4, a team from Dramatic Results, a non-profit art 
organization, facilitated How to Successfully Integrate Art and Math. The 
workshop was designed to help elementary administrators and teachers of grades 
four and five learn successful strategies of integrating art and math grade level 
content standards. Participants took on the roles of the student by partaking in 
hands-on learning to develop skills in measurement, algebraic formulas, 
geometric concepts, spatial reasoning, and visual thinking, using an arts-based 
approach to learning. Dramatic Results received the Department of Education’s 
Arts in Education Model Dissemination Grant in 2003 for a pilot program of 
Math in a Basket and again in 2006 to study the longitudinal impact of art and 
math. 

 



Later that month The Visual and Performing Arts Office offered a four-day 
workshop in Visual Thinking Strategies (VTS).  Participants enjoyed the last two 
days at the Huntington Library demonstrating their newly acquired facilitating 
methods used in (VTS). VTS is a student-centered, research-based teaching 
method that uses art to build thinking, communication, listening, and observation 
skills. 
 
Finally, on February 25, over fifty art leaders attended the third session of the 
Los Angeles County’s Art Leadership Series. Through discussion and 
presentation, from Karen L. Erickson, Executive Director of Creative 
Expressions, participants observed successful Arts Integration models. The 
afternoon session focused on the best practices for implementing these programs 
and professional development for teachers and the artist to deliver such 
programs.

CCSESA Arts Initiative 
Update 
Sarah Anderberg, Director 
916/446-3095 
sanderberg@ccsessa.org 

Governor Schwarzenegger Proclaims March 2008 as Arts Education Month  
• Governor Schwarzenegger signed a proclamation proclaiming March 2008 as 

California Arts Education Month. He wrote, “To ensure that we continue to 
allow the arts to flourish in California, it is our responsibility to introduce 
children to its important values.  Arts instruction is vital to a child’s well-rounded 
education. The arts encourage critical thinking, creativity, and discover, and 
allow knowledge to be interpreted in new ways. This month, I encourage all 
Californians to celebrate our state’s arts legacy. Visit one our world famous 
museums, see a play at your local community theatre, or attend a community 
film festival. The arts are all around us and our children stand to benefit from arts 
education in the classroom and in their neighborhoods.”    

• To view the entire proclamation go to:   
http://www.artsed411.org/aboutcaae/docs/Proclamation2008.pdf 

 
Register Now for the Arts Education Statewide Conference  
• Register now for the upcoming arts education leadership conference, 

Reinvigorating Arts Education in California Schools:  What's the Story?  
• For registration information, go to the CCSESA web site at: www.ccsesa.org.  
• The conference will be held at the Embassy Suites Sacramento, Riverfront 

Promenade on April 21-22, 2008. State Superintendent Jack O'Connell and 
Secretary of Education David Long have been invited to speak, along with Carol 
Channing and husband Harry Kulliajian. Other conference highlights include: a 
performance by the Cultural Heritage Choir, a Grammy nominated percussion-
driven vocal ensemble, and keynote speaker, Randy Nelson, Dean of Pixar 
University. We appreciate your help us in promoting the conference in your 
county. 

 
VAPA Presentations 
• The Visual and Performing Arts Subcommittee was represented at the CISC 

Asilomar Leadership Symposium. Sarah Anderberg, CCSESA, Ron Jesse, Arts 
Coordinator from San Diego COE, Laurie Mosier, History/Social Science 
Coordinator, San Diego COE, and Maureen Gemma, Arts Coordinator for 
Sacramento COE presented a session on arts/history integration.   

• An arts education session was included as one of the breakouts offered at the 
CCSESA/CCBE/PTA Partnerships for Success annual Spring Conference held in 
Berkeley at the Claremont Hotel March 7-8, 2008. Presenters included:  Sarah 
Anderberg, CCSESA, Louise Music, Alameda COE, Jim Thomas, Orange COE, 
Carol Kocivar, Statewide PTA, Yvonne Cerrato, Alameda COE Board Trustee 
and a representative from San Francisco’s Performing Arts Workshop.   

• Small School Districts’ Silver Anniversary Conference: CCSESA has been asked 
to present an arts education presentation at the upcoming Small School Districts 
Association statewide conference to be held in Sacramento at the Doubletree Inn 
on March 27-29, 2008. The following arts committee members will be 
presenting: Sarah Anderberg, CCSESA, Patty Taylor, CCSESA, Linnea Mandell, 
Region 3 Arts Lead—Humboldt COE, and Sandra Sterrenberg, Region 1 Arts 



Lead—Trinity COE. 
 
Arts Integration Resource 
• The Arts Education Partnership (AEP), a national coalition of arts, education, 

business, philanthropic and government organizations, promotes the essential 
role of the arts in the learning and development of every child and in the 
improvement of America’s schools.    

• The AEP has recently released an excellent resource for understanding different 
research models and theoretical frameworks for arts integration. The title is: Arts 
Integration Frameworks, Research and Practice A Literature Review by Gail 
Burnaford, Ph.D. with Sally Brown, James Doherty & H. James McLaughlin.  

• The document can be purchased at:  www.aep-arts.org.    ISBN 1-884037-23-2. 
 
The Imagine Nation in America 
• Doug Deasey, Executive Director of the Arts Education Partnership, identified 

the skills required to sustain our role as the world leader in innovation, and the 
values that are the basics of our pluralistic and democratic society:  
1. Implement innovating teaching styles and instruction to build capacities of 

imagination. 
2. Build capacities of the imagination by supporting time and resources for an 

education in and through the arts.   
3. Support integrated and interdisciplinary processes and approaches. Save 

money and time for organizing discrete subjects around a thematic and 
interdisciplinary process. 

4. Relate to learner lifestyles. Know your learner audiences and adjust to 
contemporary methods.   

5. Teach beyond assessment. Move beyond average and scoring that focuses on 
the minimum, which ultimately stifles students and educators alike.  

• For additional resources on the web, please visit:  http://www.imaginenation.net 
 
Resources from the Department of Education  
• Arts Education:  Improving Students’ Academic Performance   

This 60-minute television program broadcast on March 15, 2005, as part of the 
Education News Parents Can Use series, addressed the role of arts as a core 
academic subject and as part of an integrated approach to effective teaching and 
learning.  Featured in the program are national leaders and Department officials 
as well as several schools in which the arts are vital to their overall missions and 
means of achieving success for their students. The program can be viewed at 
http://wwww.connectiv.com/events/ednews/ by clicking on the 2004-2006 
Broadcasts and scrolling to the March program. 

• The Teaching Ambassador Fellowship 
These new fellowships will provide two kinds of opportunities for teachers 
across the country. Up to 20 Classroom Fellows will be chosen who remain at 
their local schools under their regular teaching contracts and will provide their 
experience and perspectives to the Department of Education through various 
part-time assignments and projects. Up to five Washington Fellows will come 
full-time federal employees in Washington, D.C., working on education 
programs and participating in policy discussions. Applications are due by April 
7, 2008.  Details are available at http://www.ed.gov/programs/teacherfellowship/ 

• Student Art Exhibit Program 
The lobby of the Lyndon Baines Johnson headquarters of the Department of 
Education (400 Maryland Avenue, SW, Washington, DC) features award-
winning art works by students in grades K-12. An annual, year-round exhibit of 
more than 40 works of Scholastic Award winners is complemented by rotating 
exhibits of works provided through collaborations with the Department’s own 
Office of Indian Education as well as a range of organizations including the 
National PTA, VSA arts, and Linio Art Beat. The exhibits are open to the public, 
but require accompaniment by a Department of Education staff member. If you 
are in Washington, it is worth a visit.  



CDE Visual/Performing Arts 
Update 
Nancy Carr 
Consultant, Visual & Performing 
Arts 
(916) 445-5669 
ncarr@cde.ca.gov 
http://www.cde.ca.gov/pd/ca/vp 
http://www.cde.ca.gov/ci/vp 

Address and Contact Numbers 
1430 N Street, Suite 4309 
Sacramento, CA 95814 
916/445-5669 
916/323-2807FAX 
 
No Report Available 

California Arts Project 
Kris Alexander 
Executive Director 
CSU, San Bernardino 
5500 University Parkway, TO-51 
San Bernardino, CA 92407 
(909) 537-7542 
(909) 537-7545 FAX 
kalexand@csusb.edu 
www.csmp.ucop.edu/tcap 

No Report Available 

 
 
SBE UPDATE 
916/657-5478; 916/653-7016 FAX 
http://www.cde.ca.gov/board 
NO UPDATE AVAILABLE FOR THIS REPORTING PERIOD 
 
 
CTC UPDATE 
Credential Requirements/Information Services: 888/921-2682 
Variable Term Waivers: 916/323-7136 Assignment Questions: 916/322-5038 
NO UPDATE AVAILABLE FOR THIS REPORTING PERIOD 
 
 
FEDERAL UPDATE 
For more details, contact Americans for the Arts, T 212.223.2787, F 212.980.4857, info@artsusa.org 
<http://www.americansforthearts.org/>  
NO UPDATE AVAILABLE FOR THIS REPORTING PERIOD 
 
 
OTHER NEWS 
NO UPDATE AVAILABLE FOR THIS REPORTING PERIOD 
 
 
LEGISLATION  
Copies of legislation (including history of actions, committee analyses, and vote record) are available at 
http://www.leginfo.ca.gov/calaw.html. 
NO UPDATE AVAILABLE FOR THIS REPORTING PERIOD 
 
 



RESOURCES 
NO UPDATE AVAILABLE FOR THIS REPORTING PERIOD 
 
 
FUNDING OPPORTUNITIES 
NO UPDATE AVAILABLE FOR THIS REPORTING PERIOD 
 
 
SCHOLARSHIPS, CONTESTS, & AWARDS 
NO UPDATE AVAILABLE FOR THIS REPORTING PERIOD 
 
 
EVENTS & CONFERENCES 
Statewide Arts Leadership 
Conference 

April 21-22, 2008  

Embassy Suites, Sacramento 

Sarah Anderberg: <sanderberg@ccsesa.org>
Americans for the Arts 2008 
Convention 

June 20-22, 2008 
Philadelphia, PA 
<http://www.AmericansForTheArts.org/Convention/Proposals> 

2nd Annual TCAP K-12 
Administrator Conference: 
Courageous Creativity: Leading 
K-12 Arts Education in the 21st 
Century 

June 23 -25, 2008  
Disney Paradise Pier® Hotel, Anaheim. 
Kris Alexander: <kalexand@csusb.edu> 

VAPA Network Meetings 2007 - 
2008 

Date             Time                     Location 
3/19-20         10-3                      Sacramento TBD 
5/7                10-3                      Sacramento TBD 

 
 
REGIONAL VAPA REPRESENTATIVES 
The following represent the Visual and Performing Arts Regional Leads and the Regional LEAs for CCSESA/CISC. Where 
a region is listed twice, the regional responsibilities are being shared by those two county offices.  
 
REGION NAME/COUNTY TELEPHONE  EMAIL 

1 Linnae Mandell – Humboldt COE 707/441-4541 <lmandell@humboldt.k12.ca.us> 
2 Sandra Sterrenberg – Trinity COE 530/623-2861 <ssterre@thegrid.net> 
3 Maureen Gemma – Sacramento COE 916/228-2371 <mgemma@scoe.net> 
4 Louise Music – Alameda COE 510/670-4174 <lmusic@acoe.k12.ca.us 
5 Mary McLaughlin – Santa Cruz COE 831/477-5470 <mmclaughlin@santacruz.k12.ca.us> 
5 Hamish Tyler – Monterey COE 831/784-4192 <htyler@monterey.k12.ca.us> 
6 Mary Stires – Stanislaus COE 209/238-1313  <mstires@stancoe.org> 
7 Robert Bullwinkel – Fresno COE 559/265-3098 <bbullwinkel@fcoe.k12.ca.us> 
8 Ed Hughes – Kern COE 661/636-4643 <edhughes@kern.org> 
9 Ron Jessee – San Diego COE 858/292-3547 <ronarts@sdcoe.net> 

10 Bonnie Tillotson – San Bernardino CSS 909/386-2607 < bonnie_tillotson@sbcss.k12.ca.us> 
11 Geraldine Walkup – Los Angeles COE 562/922-6890 <walkup_geraldine@lacoe.edu> 

CCSESA Sarah Anderberg 916/446-3095 <sanderberg@ccsesa.org> 
TCAP Kris Alexander 909/537-7542 <kalexand@csusb.edu> 



CDE Nancy Carr 916/445-5669 <ncarr@cde.ca.gov> 
CDE Jack Mitchell 916/319-0504  <jmitchell@cde.ca.gov> 
CISC Francisca Sánchez 415/355-7750 <franciscasanchez@sfusd.edu> 
CISC Cheryl Hightower 650/802-5311  <chightower@smcoe.k12.ca.us> 

 
 
COUNTY VAPA CONTACTS 
For ongoing information on local VAPA issues, you can contact your county-level VAPA coordinator or representative. If 
your county does not have someone in this position, you can contact your regional representative, or Nancy Carr at CDE, 
(916) 445-5669 or <ncarr@cde.ca.gov>. [PLEASE SUBMIT CORRECTIONS OF THE FOLLOWING 
INFORMATION TO FRANCISCA SANCHEZ AT <franciscasanchez@sfusd.edu>.] 
 
County VAPA Coordinators 

County Office Name Telephone Email 
Alameda  Louise Music 510/670-4174 <lmusic@acoe.org> 
Alpine  Lisa Fontana 530/694-2230 <lfontana@alpinecoe.k12.ca.us> 
Amador  Millie Butler 209-257-7300   < mbutler@amadorcoe.k12.ca.us> 
Butte  Sam Gronseth 530/872-6425 x134 <singinsam@aol.com> 
Calaveras Kathy Northington 209/736-4662 <knorthington@ccoe.k12.ca.us> 
Colusa  Kay Spurgeon 530-458-0350 x10365 < kspurgeon@ccoe.net > 
Contra Costa  Louise Barbee 925-/942-3385 <lbarbee@cccoe.k12.ca.us> 
Del Norte  Don Olson 707/464-0201 <dolson@delnorte.k12.ca.us> 
El Dorado  Kate Doyle 530/295-2260 <kdoyle@edcoe.k12.ca.us> 
Fresno  Robert Bullwinkel 559/265-3098 x3145 <bbullwinkel@fcoe.k12.ca.us> 
Glenn  Jennifer Metherd 530/865-1267 x2102 < jmetherd@glenncoe.org> 
Humboldt  Linnea Mandell 707/445-7171 <lmandell@humboldt.k12.ca.us> 
Imperial  Linda Menvielle 760-312-6472 <lmenvielle@icoe.org>  
Inyo  Lo Lyness 760/938-2939 x241 <lo_lyness@inyo.k12.ca.us> 
Kern  Ed Hughes 661/636-4643 <edhughes@kern.org> 
Kings  Deanne Fricks 559/584-7074 <dfricks@kingscoe.org> 
Lake  Tim Gill 707/262-4152 <tgill@lake-coe.k12.ca.us> 
Lassen  Carlin Hagen 530/251-1241 < carlin.hagen@lassenhigh.org> 
Los Angeles  Geraldine Walkup 562/922-6890 <walkup_geraldine@lacoe.edu> 
Madera  Susan Pennell 559/673-6051 x263 <spennell@maderacoe.k12.ca.us> 
Marin Mary Buttler 415/499-5877 <mbuttler@marin.k2.ca.us> 
Mariposa  Stella Pizelo 209/742-0230 <spizelo@mariposa.k12.ca.us> 
Mendocino  Jennifer Hartman 707/467-5108 <jhartman@mcoe.k12.ca.us> 
Merced  Donna Roberts  209/381-6751 <droberts@mcoe.org> 
Modoc  Randy Wise 530/233-7102 <rwise@modoccoe.k12.ca.us> 
Mono  Stacey Adler 760/934-0031 <sadler@monocoe.k12.ca.us> 
Monterey  Hamish Tyler 831/784-4192 <htyler@monterey.k12.ca.us> 
Napa  Terry Longoria 707/259-5979 <tlongoria@ncoe.k12.ca.us> 
Nevada  Paul Harrar 530/478-6400 x212 <paul@nevco.k12.ca.us> 
Orange  Jim Thomas 714/966-4128 <jthomas@ocde.us> 
Placer  Susan Iida 530-889-5910 < siida@placercoe.k12.ca.us> 
Plumas  Kest Porter 530/283-6500 x211 <kporter@pcoe.k12.ca.us> 
Riverside  Nita Grantham 951/600-5629 <ngrantham@rcoe.us> 
Sacramento  Maureen Gemma 916/228-2371 <mgemma@scoe.net> 
San Benito  Susan Villa 831/637-5393  <svilla@sbcoe.org> 
San Bernardino  Bonnie Tillotson 909/386-2607 <bonnie_tillotson@sbcss.k12.ca.us> 
San Diego  Ron Jessee 858/292-3547 <ronarts@sdcoe.net> 
San Francisco  Robert Daniels 415/695-2441 <rdaniel@muse.sfusd.edu> 
San Joaquin  Sandra Wendell 209/465-4973 <swendell@sjcoe.net> 
San Luis Obispo  John Barnhart 805/543-7732 <jbarnhart@slocoe.org> 
San Mateo  Gary Waddell 650-802-5352 < gwaddell@smcoe.k12.ca.us > 



County Office Name Telephone Email 
Santa Barbara Ron Zell 805-688-4222 X2126  <eduarts4sb@gmail.com> 
Santa Clara  Aimee Ipson Pflederer 408/453-6578 < aimee_ipsonpflederer@sccoe.org>   
Santa Cruz  Mary McLaughlin 831/477-5470 <mmclaughlin@santacruz.k12.ca.us > 
Shasta  Torri Pratt 

Judy Flores 
532/241-4161 
530 225-0221 

tpratt@suhsd.net 
jflores@shastacoe.org 

Sierra  Mary Genasci 530/994-1044 <mgenasci@sierra-coe.k12.ca.us> 
Siskiyou  Karen Holmes 530/842-8414 <kholmes@sisnet.ssku.k12.ca.us> 
Solano  Cheryl Lynn De Werff 707/399-4438 <cdewerff@solanocoe.k12.ca.us> 
Sonoma  Karin Demarest 707/887-9999 <kdemarest@scoe.org> 
Stanislaus  Mary Stires 209/238-1313 <mstires@stancoe.org> 
Sutter  Jeff Holland 530/822-2931 <jeffh@sutter.k12.ca.us> 
Tehama  Maureen Lasley 530/528-7368 <mlasley@gmail.com> 
Trinity  Sandra Sterrenberg 530/623-2861 x260 <ssterre@tcoek12.org> 
Tulare  Brian Roberts 559/651-1482 <brianr@tcoe.org> 
Tuolumne  Patty Larrick 209/536-2062 <plarrick@tuolcoe.kk12.ca.us> 
Ventura  Teri Scarpino 805/388-4223 <tscarpino@vcoe.org> 
Yolo  John Roina 530/668-3770 <roina@ycoe.org> 
Yuba  Evy Arcuri 530/749-4872 <evelyn.arcuri@yubacoe.k12.ca.us> 

 
 
 


