World Premiere Of Rancho Tesoro This Month
Tulare County Office of Education’s 

New Musical Production is Rich With Characters                                                   Dealing with Life's Challenges 
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Around a campfire on a 150-year-old California cattle ranch, a grizzled cowboy named Davis shares some wisdom with Matt, an angry teen court-ordered to work at the ranch for a DUI conviction. As a man who has battled with alcohol his entire adult life, Davis knows well the dangerous path Matt is traveling. “I’ve been sippin’ this stuff a long time,” Davis says to Matt. “You want to know what I’ve learned? It takes more than it gives.” 
                                                                                                                               Cover Photo:
~ Rancho Tesoro characters (l-r) Davis and Matt are played by Jeffrey Prosser and Steven Braswell
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                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                       Davis and Matt are two characters from an entirely new musical that premiered for Tulare County audiences this summer involving students from several high schools. The musical, entitled Rancho Tesoro, is the work of Theatre Company Director Brian Roberts and several collaborators. “We designed the show around rich, real characters facing life’s challenges,” says Mr. Roberts. “They faced them together in a way that celebrates community. For that, they are stronger together.” 
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The process of writing scenes for Rancho Tesoro began over four years ago Brian Roberts reports. He and songwriter Bill Thornbury then began co-writing the songs over two years ago for characters including Rosa, the ranch owner; Katy, her unhappy daughter; and Javier, the foreman. “The songs have simple, beautiful melodies — the kind that you’ll hum after the show is over,” says Brian Roberts. 
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“We have been hearing about the new musical for over a year,” says Theatre Company student Steven Braswell. “It’s amazing that we’re now learning it and that it’s so beautiful.” 

“Rancho Tesoro was a unique challenge for our students,” says Mr. Roberts. “They had to learn completely unfamiliar material for a brand new production. But, they did an amazing job of it. The most rewarding part of my job is working with such talented young people.” 
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This article was adapted from an article produced for The News Gallery.  If you would like to receive the News Gallery, please contact Marlene Moreno at marlenem@tcoe.org or (559) 733-6172 and provide your name and address. 

Photos above:
~ Mt. Whitney graduate Makenda Bickmore (foreground) stars as Katy, daughter of the ranch owner. 
~ Collaborators Bill Thornbury (l) wrote the music and co-wrote the lyrics with Brian Roberts, while Dan Kehler (r) orchestrated the show. 
~ Brian Roberts (r) reviews with Rick Parker the steel structure of a tree and swing that are key set elements.

